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What do Bethlehem, Emmaus, and Boise have in common? 

 

Hmmm. Well, the Savior is born in Bethlehem-that's that city's claim to fame. The Scriptures declare 

that Jesus was born of Mary in a stable in Bethlehem, wrapped in cloths and laid in a manger. But, 

really-Bethlehem? That's where the Savior was born? Why in Bethlehem, especially with the holy 

city of Jerusalem so close by? Who would believe that the Savior was born in Bethlehem?  

 

Some shepherds believed it. They listened to the angels who told them of Jesus' birth, went right into 

town and found the Messiah. Of course, who's going to listen to shepherds? The wise men from the 

East-now, they're wise; and using their wisdom, they end up looking for the Savior in Jerusalem. 

Instead of finding the gentle King Jesus, they find the bloodthirsty King Herod. Why? Because 

unlike the shepherds who listened to the Word of the Lord, the wise men didn't. Even though the 

prophet Micah had foretold Jesus' birth in Bethlehem, the magi didn't go there; no, if it's going to 

happen, it's going to happen in Jerusalem, they reasoned. They were wrong.  

 

So, you have silly shepherds and wise men from the East; but it's the shepherds who find the Baby.  

 

The moral of the story: If you want to find the Savior, it pays to pay attention to the Word of God. 

 

So, what do Bethlehem, Emmaus and Boise have in common? 

 

I. The Road to Emmaus 

Two talk as they walk the seven miles between Jerusalem and Emmaus, now that the Passover feast 

has drawn to a close. Their conversation is reasoned and intelligent, though overlade with a heavy air 

of sadness. It's not just the Post-Passover blues; this has been a Passover unlike any other. Present in 

Jerusalem was one Jesus of Nazareth, a Man in whom this pair had placed high hopes. He was a 

Prophet, mighty in word and deed, and many had speculated He was in fact the promised Messiah. 

And it seemed as if He was about to take His throne just a week ago, when He rode into Jerusalem 

on a donkey to the shouts of "Hosanna!" from the crowd. But things quickly soured: The chief 

priests and rulers delivered Him up to be crucified, and so He was put to death.  

 

That's the end of that, for He was taken down from the cross and placed into a grave. Of course, 

some women reported this morning that the grave was empty, that they saw an angel and heard him 

say that Jesus was alive-risen from the dead. But to listen to these women…well, that would be 

about as wise as taking shepherds at their word. Their hope is pretty well gone: It's been three days 

now since His death, and everything's winding down in Jerusalem; and if it doesn't happen in 

Jerusalem, it's not going to happen. So, having apparently spent the morning in the city, the two men 

are now plodding home. 
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As they walk, they are joined by a third traveler going their way. There's not much between Emmaus 

and Jerusalem, so He must have started out there too. They don't recognize Him, though. 

 

The Traveler asks, "What kind of conversation is this that you have with one another as you walk 

and are sad?" It might be a question that takes them aback; with all that has happened and dominated 

the Passover, how could this stranger not know? Smart as a shepherd, this One. In any event, one of 

them-Cleopas-fills Him in. They'd thought this Jesus was the Messiah; but then He died, so He 

couldn't be the Messiah, now could He? 

 

The Traveler's response may surprise them again, for a guy who doesn't know much: "Oh foolish 

ones and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have 

suffered these things to enter into His glory?" And then, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, 

the Stranger shows them from the Scriptures that all has happened exactly as planned.  

 

Which passages does He use? We do not know, but they are in abundance. Perhaps He begins with 

the first promise of the Savior, as the Lord cursed Satan back in Genesis 3:15: And I will put enmity 

Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And 

you shall bruise His heel. The Messiah would crush the head of Satan, the Lord promised; and the 

Lord also promised that the Messiah would suffer as He did so, for His heel would be bruised. 

 

Perhaps the Stranger moves on from there to speak of some of the foreshadowings recorded in the 

books of Moses, like the time God told Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, or the Passover; in both cases, a 

lamb was sacrificed so that God's people lived, pointing to the Lamb of God who would take away 

the sins of the world-by His death for them.  

 

Perhaps the Stranger expounds on the prophecies of Isaiah, where that prophet declared that the 

Messiah would suffer: Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed 

Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was 

bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are 

healed (Is. 53:4-5). 

 

Maybe next, He moves on to the psalms and the prophecies of David: They pierced My hands and 

My feet; I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. They divide My garments among 

them, And for My clothing they cast lots (Ps. 22:16b-18). The Messiah would be pierced, hand and 

foot, even as His clothes were handed out by lot. 

 

And, perhaps the Stranger quotes to them the Prophet whom they knew well: Jesus, who had told 

His disciples, Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the 

chief priests and to the scribes; and they will condemn Him to death and deliver Him to the Gentiles; 

and they will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on Him, and kill Him. And the third day He will 

rise again (Mk. 10:33-34). 

 

Clearly, according to the Scriptures-the Word of God!, the death of Jesus does not mean He is not 

the Messiah. It only confirms that He is God's chosen One. The two from Emmaus have made the 

classic wise-man mistake: They've tried to figure out God's will without paying attention to His 

Word. 

 



42024013 Luke 24 13-35 O Little Town of Emmaus (TJP) – page 3 

www.scholia.net 

Eventually, they arrive at the village of Emmaus, and the Stranger appears to be going further. 

"Abide with us," they say, "for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent." The Stranger accepts 

their invitation to remain as their guest. 

 

He doesn't remain the Guest very long-how quickly He becomes the Host! They recline at the table 

for the meal, but it is He who is the servant. He takes bread; He blesses it, and He gives it to them. 

 

It is then that their eyes are opened: The Stranger is no stranger. He is Jesus. He is risen. He is alive. 

He's been walking with them, speaking to them the Word of God. He's blessed and broken bread. 

 

And now He's vanished from their sight. 

 

"Did not our heart burn within us while He talked with us on the road, and while He opened up the 

Scriptures to us?" they say to one another. 

 

Forget the day being far spent: These two hustle back to Jerusalem to tell the eleven, and hear that 

the Lord has also appeared to Simon. No doubt, they give their report, too: Jesus walked with them 

and spoke to them, teaching from the Scriptures. He went with them to Emmaus; and there-not in 

Jerusalem, but in little, podunk Emmaus-He had a supper for them, in which He took bread, blessed 

it, broke it, and gave it to them.  

 

The morals of the story: Just like the wise men back at Jesus' birth, if you want to find the Lord, it 

pays to pay attention to the Word of God. As long as they relied on their reason and feelings, the two 

from Emmaus believed Jesus was still in the tomb; it was only when He was present with His Word 

that they realized He was risen. 

 

And, let us not skip by the fact that this happened at Emmaus-not Jerusalem, the Holy City-but 

Emmaus.  

 

And if it could happen in Emmaus, it could happen anywhere.  

 

In Bethlehem. 

 

Even in Boise. 

 

II. The Stranger on the Road Today 

For the wise men and the two from Emmaus, the question about the Savior was primarily, "Where is 

He?" If they couldn't find where He was, they would never be in His presence; and if they were not 

in His presence, how could they receive His blessings. 

 

For the Church today, a primary question is still the same: Where is the Savior to be found? 

 

This has much to do with evangelism: If we are to point people to Jesus, their Savior, where will we 

point them to? Will we point them to life experiences, in which something happened which could 

possibly mean that there may be a loving God out there somewhere? Will we point them to their own 

works, telling them that all their efforts may-or may not-be enough to earn a place with the Savior in 

heaven? Will we point them to inclusiveness, teaching them that Jesus is found where people all get 

along, no matter what they believe? If we are going to point people to Jesus, where will we point 
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them to? 

 

This has much to do with comfort in times of trouble: If we are to point people to Jesus when they 

experience suffering, where will we point them to? Will we point them to memories, times in the 

past when suffering wasn't so bad? Will we point them to the future, telling them that the sun will 

come back out someday? Can we point them to a means, here and now, where Jesus is their refuge 

and strength-even presently during their time of trouble? 

 

This has much to do with growing in the faith: Your faith will grow as you come into contact with 

your risen Lord, so where will He be found to feed you? Is He found in your personal experiences, 

so that you learn about God from living day to day? Is He found in your heart-and if He is, how did 

He get there? If you go to Barnes and Noble today, you'll find rows and rows of books on how to 

find God-through meditation, diet and exercise, experience, common sense, dreams and visions, all 

sorts of things. 

 

But where is He? If we are to point people to the Lord who has conquered sin and death and risen 

again, where will we point to? 

 

By the grace of God, we do not make the same mistake as the wise men who sought the Baby, or the 

two men on the road to Emmaus. By the grace of God, we are not restrained from recognizing our 

Lord's location and presence. By the grace of God, we hear His Word. 

 

This Gospel lesson declares to you three wonderful pieces of news. 

 

First, it declares to you that Jesus is the Messiah of the Scriptures. He is the one whom the Old 

Testament pointed to; and, as promised, He has suffered, died and risen again. He is risen from the 

dead; therefore, when we point to Jesus, we are pointing to our living Lord in whom is forgiveness 

and faith and help. 

 

Second, it declares to you that the risen Lord desires to be present with His people. The two on the 

way to Emmaus are foolish and slow to believe-Jesus Himself says so. But He does not abandon 

them. He speaks to them, abides with them, and holds a supper to feed them. Likewise, the risen 

Lord desires to be present with you, and He tells you exactly where He is to be found. This is why 

we constantly point you to your Baptism, because Jesus promises that He is present there: He is 

joining you to His death (Ro. 6) so that He might also join you to His resurrection. It is why we 

continually proclaim to you His Word of Law and Gospel, for it is His effective powerful Word. 

When the Lord declared, "Let there be light," there was light. When He told the paralytic to take up 

his bed and walk, the man did so. When He tells you that you are forgiven, by the power of His 

Word you are. And that is why we direct you to the Lord's Supper, because Jesus promises that He is 

present with His body and blood, for the forgiveness of sins. We point you to the Lord's Word and 

Sacraments because that is where Jesus is to be found. He there with forgiveness, so that those who 

are evangelized might come to faith. He is there in trouble, so that you might be comforted, no 

matter what trial you must endure. He is there to nourish and strengthen your faith so that you might 

grow in the faith. The Lord desires to be present with you, and tells you exactly where He can be 

found: In His precious means of grace. 

 

This leads us to the third bit of good news from our text this morning: The Lord is present here. He 

does not reserve His presence for one temple in one city; He is present wherever He gathers His 
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people around His Word and Sacraments. This is why we worship the way we do: On the road to 

Emmaus, the Lord spoke to the two and then fed them as He hosted a supper. This was the pattern of 

the early Church; in fact, look at our first lesson from Acts 2[:36-47]: after the 3000 are baptized, 

they continue steadfast in the apostles' doctrine-they continue to hear the Word. They continue in 

fellowship, in the breaking of the bread-they gather to receive the Lord's Supper. Forgiven, they 

respond with prayer and giving. Upon examination of this text, you will find that in substance we 

worship here very, very much like the first Christians of the early Church. This morning, the Lord 

speaks to you by His Word, and then invites all who are prepared to His Supper. They gathered 

around those things where they knew the Savior was present: His means of grace. We do the same, 

and we respond with prayer, service and offerings. 

 

And as He was present in Bethlehem and Emmaus, He is present for His people here. 

 

So, what do Bethlehem, Emmaus and Boise have in common? The Lord is present in those places 

for the good of His people. He is found there because He says He is there, and He says how He is 

there: In His precious means of grace. For evangelism, we look to Him in Word and Sacrament. For 

help in trouble, we look to Him in the same. For strengthening of our faith, the same again. 

 

It is in these means, and because of these means, that we can truly say, "The Lord be with you." 

Truly, literally, the Lord is with you here; and if the Lord is with you here, then truly you are 

forgiven for all of your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


